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WORDS_ALEX ALDNSO

.l WHAT STARTED IN LOS ANGELES AS A LOCAL GANG HAS SPREAD ACROSS
THE COUNTRY AT AN ALARMING RATE. BUT WHAT ROLE HAS HIP-HOP HAD
IN THIS SPREAD, AND WHY HAVE THE BLOODS BECOME THE CULTURE'S
LATEST FASCINATION!

TOUTED AS "THE RIGGEST RAF REMIE EVER,” THE GAME™S MONSTROLS “TTS DEAY (ONE BLOF

FEATURES NEARLY a5 OF RAP'S MOST RECOGNIZED NAMES. THE TRACK, WHICH RDASTED MUS
FROM EVERY REGION, ALSDO CARRIES A MESSAGE ABOUT THE PROLIFERATION OF GANG CULTURE
THROUJGEHOUT THE COUNTRY. WHILE IT 15 NO SURPRISE TO HEAR WEST COAST MOS LIEE DAZ,
KLURUPT, WC AND, OF COURSE, SNOOT DOGG TOUT TITETR AFFILIATVONS WITH THE CRITS, TN MANY
WAYS THE S0MG 18 A MICKOCOSM OF THE BLOOD CULTURE'S SPREAD THROUGHOUT BOTH WP
O AND THE SATION. ARTISTS LIKE HARLEM S JiM IONES AND NEW ORLEANS® LIL WAYME DEOP
SOME NOT-S0-5URTEE HINTS ABOUT THEIR (W GANG AFFILIATIONS
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PROTECT YOURS

The first major wave of Black strect gang
sty i LA, cccurrid i the 19408,
when thoutands of Blacks migrated froem
e Sowth to fll the labor woid croated
by sokdsprs aving Tor ‘Workd War 1l As
Black residents moved into South-Central
Los angoles, they encountoned resistancg
froem the majority Whith poputation, Racial
Endion bBabtween Blacks amd Whites lad
fo ther formaticn of the carly Black streat
QaNgs. oF "Clubs”

Linder the threat of vislenos from
Whites wherdner they wventured outside of
iradimcnally Black aread, Black youths found
| rEcEsiary o Band togethir for prolssticn
frorm groapes like the nfarmous Spook Hunbors,
& Wit Chul Bt an thep 19508, who ware

The ‘S0s and ecarly "B0s sow the
phanomenon of “White fhght” as ‘Whites
e mary prmaily  Alcan-Armencan
areas. Sround this teme, Black chubes Bk thae
Sausons, Busnoseman and tho Glkaiors
egan b ongage 0 orvalieds walh each
other. But by M9ES, shortly after the 'Waltts
R, many of ke Groups cama Do o thuge
through the elfors of community beaders
e Alprentics “Bunchy™ Carter, who weould
Iator 9o o 10 hasd tha LA chapler of tha
Black Pamber Pamy Bul (he tumulucus
‘B0 led o the weakening of the arca’s Black
lpadership, a5 the power struciune that had
maindsned calm within the communty
disintegrated  Surepillance  opeations
likg the foederal govarmTsENE-SRorEoned
COINTELPRD disrupled the acthilies of
groups like the Black Panthers and the US
Owgandzatean. It was dunng thes bemas that
Bk pangs mbchE & Mo resurgenice,

BLACKE AND BLUE

I wat & toensper namoed  Raymond
Washington who started the small gang
on tne Eastsido of Los Angoles near PEth
Serod that would becoms bnown s The
Crips. Early on. b attempted to comsolidate
odhir guisting noghborheods into his gardg
Although many neighbarkoods jenoed on
the Crips bandwagon in the sarly 170,
svaral dechngd (o give D Thesr indnidual
ihentitied. Soime of those early stemers
included the LA Brims, Black P Stonos,
Bighops, the Athong Boys. Tha Pinus from
Complen intially did joen,

By 1972, thore wene alout elght active
Crip gangs if Lod Angeles and (hey widre
Qaining media attenton bechule of the
wiclonce associated with Ehame That same
WO S Ehalrir Trsh Anuinchasr, winiom W6-yaar=old
Rabert Ballew waa scoosted for his eaiher
coat outside of Holbywoods Palladium
nightcluly folicwing a concert, This was a
turning poant on LAY gang hittory, Basauie
for the Farst tima it was Cloar that the Crips
vl Capabie of minder, Thies months later,
Crig ahal and killed LA Briom masmibser, 17-
year-obd Freddy Garrett, adea. LY Country,
thi Crips’ first gang-ciegang minder,

The misder of & Brien changed thae
relationship botween the Crps and all non-

FH0E DNCTHRER PO06 A Higs Madis, Clliuie L Pobrai

Crip gangs in LA A5 the tensicn escalated,
it creatod & gang nvalny of DR Bkt That
theit city Rbd rirver deen, “The Brima don
gt encugh acknowledgement in the ontire
Blood process. says metired LA County
mare about the Pirus, but the Brims wens
wery formiglable back im tho day They
wltg Ahadyd Araier, Bul they were & Bit
morg arganized than some of the other
eile Lttt ot LA

FIRST BLOWOID

In 1973, the Compbon Pires, started by
Sytveitor "Puddin” Soodt and Vincent “Tam"
Crwent, aluo came nto conflict with the
Compton Crips. “The Pirus and the Crips
wears a1 odds with aach ofPor Bul Suite
offten sociakred together” says Twilight
By, & socsal InervanlEon Spochkalisl wihed
geinw U@ in the gang-alfected Cwcle City
Firu neighborboad. “There was & gir that
had boen daking a memiper of the Cops and
a remibsr of the Pius, ard & fight broke
ol over that™ The incident led the Pir
nadership to reconsider thedr alllance with
tha T 500 ATty Chary BaCame kndwn &
‘the Piru Street Boys, Other reighborboods
wire Al joening Pforoas againgt tha Crips in
an allianoe Ehat neluded Bobly Lavender's
thee Bliheaps con Banders Strael, the Bounky
Huntoers in the Neckorson Gandens housing
propecis. Eddie Walls the Brims, and Jan
Breswar's the Inglewaood Families.

"W weng ouinumiDsned by the Crips,
and vl Tarrnesd an allisnce vwith tha Brima.”
recalls T. Rodgers, founder of the Black P
Stones and author of now book, Ligs My
Hompboys Toked Mg, “Eveniually [vwae had]
& alliance with olber nelghborhoods
who falt threatensd by the Cnps.” It was
thit group of allies that would come 1o b
kmicwni as tha Bloods.

Tha rivalry bebween the Crips snd
Blosaads exploded, meiulling in v 400
murders i the 19705 By 1978, there wene
about 15 Blood gangs and 45 Crip gangs
throughaut Los Angeles, By 12, Blosds
had growwn to 46 5, and
Crips (o 109, "Bloods treated each olher
e brathers, whensss Crips had rivalnes
amongst each other” says By “Bloods
lpoked affer each othor like family, Thoy
weard umiled.”

The wear intensilied during the ME0L
50 maich 50 that the LA County jail system
croated & Lpparabo houting section for the
Bloodds called 4500, batter bnown ad the
Blood micetiula, The mociuls was designed to
molate Bloods from the Crip-laden ganeral
populatEon, or “the mainkine ™ Coincidentaly,
ancthor terrn for Bloods, “Damus™ (based
ooy thed Svealil wond tor Bood), Arosa duning
this time. Tha term likely became popular
a5 inmates tred o supand theer African
condciogs and siudy the lanpuage whilse
incarcerated. “The Blocd module came
about becauss of the constant rat-packing
by Crigs on folkew Blocds housed in tha
general population” ways Rolla’ 204 Blood
mesmingr Ronald Chatman. “The Bloods

were pulled together and housed i one
il PO TR Pt CDCaee”

Toschay thire are roughly W0 Blood
gangs and J10 Crip gangs in LA County.
And athough the feud Detwoen The Bloods
srd Crigs i strong, the number of intermal
Crg rivalries hat grown  dramatically.
Meighbonng mursCipalitses like Pasadana,
Ingnvond  and Comglon  Pave  large
rumbasrs of Bloods, but the gang remsaing a
mironty in South Los Angeles, tha Easiside
and Westide, and thent ane no Blood
gangs in thae City of Long Beach.

RED CARPET TREATMENT
With gangsita rap evolving out of La, it
was ingvitable that Bioods would becomo
R players in the workd of Hip-Hop, DJ
Sk, Mack 10, Marion “Suge” Kright and,
most recently, Cedar Block Piru mambar
Thi Gamie, hatel Beoome Hig-=-Hop notlables
Thair allegiance Lo the red Sada & Lar fram &
secrgt and Chaeir populanty has heipod the
spraad of gang culfure beyond Califormas
Acoording 1o the US Department of
Justice, Bloods have been reported in
et PD0 LIS cities and are proliferating
faster than the Crips in certam regicns.
Partially through tha celobirity of gangsta
rap Mlits LA, Qb Culhung had DECome
wafrommely  Tashionable. Moed with the
ghastly conditions of postindustrial inner-
ciby reality i con ba daadhy

Tha Bloods firtt casght Americas
imagenaticn with D) Clascs el deout
allarm, Gk g the Mavne, Cul represenied
fer Tree Top Pirus, a Blood set located in
Compton. (According o US Department
al Justice Tepuras, TTP is A gang now
by regortad o 25 dilfécsnl Sflies hiross
Amgnica.) Guik makes a deect refarence to
ks migarbsael, i s 1995 song, “Doellars
and Senge” when he cays. “Waestiide troes
spraying all of the fleas” a s to rapper
ML B & rival from he Teagnies Park
Compton Crips reighlborhood.

D Chiikk lator Bepan to distancs hamised
freem Pk QanQSTA IMage with the roloass of
the song, “You'r a Gangsta.” Many corbend
that the song atso distanced Ghdk from
ihe muerder of & Rolin' 608 Cog member,
Waelly Jamerson, which ooowmed at o Death
Row party af Los Angedes’ El Rey Thoator
0 1995, In tha song, Guik mentsang thal he
did gl inlo an albercation with MC EilL bl
nat with lamerson Mo ong has peer Daen
arresbisd in the stomping death

Compton-born HManon *“Swipe™ Kilght
usid his MOB Pinu Blood affiliation bo gain
raspact a8 the hard-nosed CED of Daeath
Row Records Recent court documisnts
confend Knight used seed money from
il drug caalar, Mchaal “Harry 07 Haerig,
a reputed bBownty bunter Blaod o o-
found Death Row in 1991 Sharthy tharealftes,
Enght used his indusry knowlssgge and his
strged connecions b capand his cloul. He
prigd D, Dre away froem Ruthless Roconds,
signied supnrstar Snoop Doggy Dogy and
eveniually baded oul Tugss Shakur Troem
prison for 414 million o join tha Label
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"SOME PEOPLE WANT TO KEEP IT ORIGINAL.

BUT AT THE SAME TIME, YOU CAN'T KILL THE MOV

-MENT.

EVERYONE KNOWS THAT BLOODS AND CRIPS STARTED IN LA,

BUT IF THEY DO IT IN NEW YORK, COLORADO, VEGAS, I LOOK
TIT AS MORE POWER, I DON'T LOOK AT IT AS A BAD THING.”

-LeAW T DN BEMY T LR

Feporty oldirm thet Knight  openly
o memibery rom MO8 Pru and
e paighboring Lustders Park Peu 1o be
eimpioyais of Doath Row Af ore of Hig-
Hopn most  successful | enbeprencun,
Kright's. opbetwity e and he didnt shy
mway From roprossnting s pang affiliation

Bat  Crgs  and BRoods  oommanty
vworll Togathier in Uhe musks ndustiy, such
as Snoop Dogay Dogg, & Crip from Long
Baach, whi wat safo al Enighi's Doath
Row whon W owas sgned (o the labal
Accarding to Mitely S8k & San Diego-
Bt reppes from ts Lincoln Park Bioods,
Wi a crary code we hawe on the Wast
Conat. My meally asmwiritten Miathaloe ke
ranilly Bt Ehad g BNME aaici, LpEauss &
ot af Bloods and Crips got o fuck with
gach othar” Slick, who |3 signed 1o Angsles
Hocosgls and i3 5 momber of e colectiv
Strong Arm Steady, cortends. thal Dangin'
cany ok & back sesl B0 busimeds. =1 know
Snoon, Kuruot, Bad Arr, Aoccett and C-B80
and &l e dudes e My reggat. 116 rod
[l Al this g aril Diug §h

fid Westssde Connochion, lce Cube,
W (who has ties o 11 Neighborhood
Crgsl ongd Mack M (n Blpod aligned
aiflh Insleaasdy Ohiesamn Straal @l] hjus
rddaaked  Dwo BucoEsaful  ahd  Eritically
acclaimad albuema. Mack W0's wolo carnes
pgan with a ssf-tiled slbum in 1985 A
iiFig o Festginelly sestadihll | sllsims
laliavwesd Before Fue el Priccily meconds in
2040 and sigred wilth Mew Orleans beusd
Cash Money Rocornds

Thare it appoas Mack's Blood leanings
mily el rusbted oll on B few of the Cash
Moy sinpkes whs sppodded drapoed in rod
andanag in the wveioo for Bandg or Bads Irst
wrighs, BFn OF Dwn-producod “HBe in Four
Eyea ™ Those clays nid hats, red cads anc,
of cowrte, red flags hive Bocomse tha norm
e Cash Monay's Baby and LE Wayna, na
vl iR acl in Ehve vided Tor “SEumbin® Like My
Ciaddily.™ Thei Bagd tha Gluoiton, Mg bhoy
Blocds™ wWhils Wayne has yet o give a
strabght mnseer, on "its Okoy [Omne Blood)
HEdrie,” Waokry notes “'m Dok back '
szl v Ui Eaitabde of Mevw Orleans whens
thom Bloods = In L&, thit 1 a cammon
phmas whem Bloods replace the “C o “C
soaindd” i words witlh lfter "B

RISE OF THE BLOODS

Whike thi sproad of Crips and Bloods soross
i CoUMYY 18 Rot B M DRERCETYE NN
& merw gETEration 18kag on LA gang
idddntitses Kas e Hib ES fadeiers from
new' bocates claiming alsglance. Howeer
thore afe plenby of oither maues thal hawe

contribubod (o this sprosd Creck cocang
trafficking of the Bls was certinly
influssntinl W U warly Fegralion of LA
pong masmibés (o Las Yegas Portland
Santtle, Wonans Crity and 51 Lowss (recal
"My Summer Wacabicn,” from ko Cube's
T clagsic, Aparh Carfiicahs)

Acidiliorally, Bse prison system Ras
Impacted the spresd of gong culfuie.
“Whnhan the homses from San [Hago e
ia ¥outh Authonty and to tha pan, 1 ue
50 happdmed that ihiy hookied wp with
Bisods Irem LA, gnd they brought thal
back wilkh tharm,™ Shok sips of tho carly San
Dingo gangs. Mow, LA gangs arg roportod
if Al 50 itatle

Bt therd 3 o groator enclove af
Bisody autude Caldomia than in Maw York
City, whore tha Mirs Ty Gangsia Bloods
Bt Daooma The deaminast rast Sang.
Startea i 1S by Leoneid  “Tascheys”
MacKenzig, aged M, and felow inmald
0 G Mack wibe in Mesw Yoeks Rikers 12800
Commectipnal Faclily, (ho Bloods in ihae
aroEE are argusbily mord infuoriesl  Crn
the Latin Eengs of 1he "B80s. * would say in
late 94, delinftchy 95 s whon i was sgilling
A INA0 Te SErETET SBIYE 24-yaar-nid Ning
Triry Gangited Blsod and (aiser El dorsds
Rad, whase modacs Paml Bhe Tovkn Sed
% cumently in storps "That's whan you
Wlaried saenp nigoas caming throwgh with
mael Nafa i Sllimoent Reighbohoods
mecrting dedferent nigpss”

Gomie have been wery critical af
Bloods i oihed CibEs, Mew York moper
Tru-Lifg, fom Manhattan's Lower Easl
Sige had bown o vocal eritic of the Gang's
prosevtt A&t The Bouy nightchub, during
8 Puprio Ricen Doy Porads afior-paity
eatliar this yiar, e sodressed the cromd,
“¥iri Pvard Game. Blood garngs afe LA
shiou from Harlom, why you on LA
dick™ Tha taund was dirocied fowasds
Io Harlen's Diplomats, quesbhoning wiy
Cam'rad, Jueld Sahitind and Jom Jonod
heve embraced the gang

“dim Jomos =8 Mo Troy gamngstor”
syh Fl cleracka Fadd @ rospnnss T Tri-Lds
“That's nat & Wesl Coadl gang The anly
thing that B West Cosst is the Bood sdpect
i ren s & probieer wigh o movemant that i
nal e Yiork D e, (hon he shoulg spaak
on g Labn Kirgn, Thiey ain organdlly
Troim Chacagn, Bt | SomT Fear him waying
anything about thom”

Oihars havan  LBEn T pRfoad &5
RO ST, TS0 DeDpie
wiil b Koed # oaegingl Butl at thE same
tamed, you can't kil the movement,” eaplains
awith, a8 member of boif the e group

Boo Yas THIBE snd Carson, Califormis’s
Wil Sidin Pins. "Everynnd knosess TRt
Biocls ardl Cragsd slarted in LA By ol Lheey
wiart to do Mow York, Colarado, vegaa |
ok At i as mons RO, | ot looi at it
&5 A bad Ehing.”

Bt loeatioh | mol iha ondy criticism
“Brocdy i L& dont oonisder [Mew Yok
Blocas] real” sovd Jason Brooks, producer
of tha documentary Gang Sangin® Fa
L, "Thgy sleg call the gangila s
fram LA, ‘sheho gangitivs” Some of
tham arvin ditsed Game"™ Thems had besn
a lorg dobate on the suthenticity of LA
gangstn rappaers Bpcause, foe e, i is A
comradiclion o b bolfh a gangils andd &
rippor “For vtryiody who i getting thar
many and living a fagade, | dont really
calw, | i ol wilh that, boa” adds Milchy
Shek, wina oifars wup A Wng from ons of his
songd (0 Mhitrate “But e ganng Dell you
all iy hoersaboys can vouch for mey'] been
g’ on the frond bre sinoe slemariany
Mugpas canl say Dhad i Ehspir raps™

DEATH SENTENCE
A the prowth of LA Biood cutee
conbinns o papand, ©'y Enportam Eo
isrmmBae [P Satrimar sl affecio (1L s
@1 A1 birthglack Lag Angoles Counly
Evon Eoday gang violence continaes
e iear fnpart fhe fabric ol the city &
MiCeAL  MlaR@DaDE 1N Qaid) willnce W
olten attrimited (o thode 16D Young 10
mmember he rampant violenste ol 1he
B gnd garly "90s Estimales ropoit that
owsir BOLOOD gang-aelated homicides have
Laken pRace in Uhe LoE Angeles #ea SN0
thd aarky “T0s The number doesn't inchude
counthrss gang members and innocent
Bysiancders Thal Rave DoOn oarmanendly
mairied oF paralyied By Ihis vpa ol
sormefess wiclence SRl thouwserds more
are incorcerated from their irsadsemant
wilh illegal gang activities

Al IMe Souiry, lvw andoloomanl
educaton and cititens ane contermed with
the growth of gangs in thelr communitles
Wihal startidl owl &% an urban oblem in
Lot Angabes has geneirled suburban and
rursl communities arcurd the  Couniry
Major cibes hiva Toon an ncroodé in
pivandle Crinne, Murder arrsste for juseniin
e S Incradiipd By 30 parcant Tvoew
200 1 POOS, Ardd much af 1hat insraaLe
has boen blamed on gangs, YWhethes one
Tailty drug rafficking, the prison pyviom
o panrgsta rag lor the sprosd of LA gang
Eualtuing, RGr IS A0 Guadton Ma) 1 kagical
result of joining 48 gand B ol of death. rot
B record deal. O
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